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made prisoners, or not daring to execute it, and secreting their dispatches.   Two
of my letters reached Colonel Blair,  who  ordered Captain M'Dougal with the
2nd battalion of the 6th regiment to march on the next day, which was the 21st,
to Banaris.   I now passed an interval like that of a dead calm preceding a violent
storm, and fraught with all the symptoms of its certain approach.    Successive
notices were brought to me by various channels of preparations making at Ram-
nagur for an assault on my quarters, which stood in the midst of the suburbs of
Banaris,  and consisted  of many detached buildings within one large enclosure,
surrounded by houses and trees, which  intercepted   every other prospect.   The
whole force which I had left amounted to about 450 men.    The reports of an
intended assault, which was fixed for that night, grew stronger as the day advan-
ced ; the boats on the other side of the river were seen to be in motion; and besides
the moral certainty of the real existence of such a design, the obvious advantages
which it presented to the enemy who had nothing left to fear, and nothing else
to do, precluded all hesitation but on the choice of expedients for defeating it
There were but two, which were, to wait the danger and try the chance of re-
pelling it, or to retreat to a place of greater security or of equal advantage for the
encounter.   The confined state of the place, of which any description will be in-
sufficient to convey an adequate idea, rendered the first plan impracticable.   We
had not a force sufficient to guard all the defences of that place, nor a store for
the provisions of a day, even for that small number.   The only arguments for it
were the disgrace of a flight, and the consideration of our wounded Sepoys whom
it might leave at the discretion of a merciless enemy.   The former consideration
yielded to the superior weight of necessity: The latter to the impossibility of pro-
tecting the wounded men in either case, as they were quartered at the distance of
near a mile from Mahadew Bass's garden; nor would it have been possible in
their condition, and in the multiplicity of pressing exigencies which the resolu-
tion to remain  would have created, to remove them.    Yet these considerations
held me suspended during the whole course of tha day.   In the evening it be-
came necessary to come to a final determination, as the delay of a few hours might
now preclude every option.   I consulted Major Popham.   He declared the de-
fence
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